
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Your Chapter President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Aloha, the RMA Hawaii Chapter is well into 
another exciting year of educational and 
networking activities.  We kicked off the new 2017 
year with our annual meeting at the Mandalay on 
August 11, 2016, inaugurating the new Board of 
Directors and President Eliza Young.  Over 
excellent pupu’s, we listened to some riveting 
case histories from local FBI officers about white 
collar crime right here in Honolulu.  While it’s hard 
to imagine sometimes, the bad guys are very 
much around and the FBI’s presentation reminded 
to us to always be on guard!   
 
In November, we turned to an educational theme 
and held a course on lending to the long term care 
industry, which was tutored by a recognized 
expert sponsored by our RMA national 
organization.  We had a very good mix of both 
commercial business and commercial real estate 
lending professionals from our local banks attend 
the event, and received constructive feedback on 
the quality of course content and instruction.  

In December, we held our holiday party at HASR 
Bistro, with a solid turnout of attendees.  While 
celebrating the holidays, we also took the 
opportunity to help those in need, collecting 
generous donations of canned goods for the 
Hawaii Food Bank. 
 
In January, we were recognized with the Bronze 
Award by the RMA National Office for our activity 
and outreach efforts in the year ended August 31, 
2016.  We are proud of our work and will continue 
to strive to improve our services to RMA 
members. 
 

We will focus on continuing education content for 
the balance of the year, as our offerings have 
been well-attended, with strong and engaged 
instructors and relevant topics.  Currently, we are 
planning to hold a second nationally sponsored 
course on effective business negotiations.   We 
are also evaluating continuing educational content 
related to commercial real estate appraisals. 
 
We encourage everyone to let your bank 
representative know of topics and/or events that 
you’re interested in, and the Chapter will try our 
best to find the resources to plan for these events. 
 
One of our ongoing initiatives is out-reach to non-
bank organizations to join us as members of RMA 
Hawaii Chapter. Local firms, as well as 
government agencies, including title companies, 
law firms, accounting firms, environmental risk 
management firms, and other professional service 
organizations, have been very supportive of our 
goal of educating the financial community.  
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Welcome to RMA Hawaii Chapter’s Winter-
Spring newsletter.  Please take a few minutes 
to read through it.   It is designed for our chapter 
members.  We welcome your feedback.   

If you have suggestions for future topics, or if 
you would like to write an article for the 
newsletter, please let us know. The goal of the 
newsletter is to provide you with information 
you can use within your area. 

 

Eliza Young 



 

 

We truly appreciate their contributions and look 
forward to having them join our ohana to broaden 
the perspective and reach of RMA Hawaii 
Chapter’s activities.   
 
We also want to extend our invitation to young 
professionals to join us in networking, learning 
more about the banking/financial industry, 
general career development, and helping us with 
fresh perspectives and new ideas. 
 
It’s also important to continue re-emphasizing the 
numerous benefits that RMA offers to college 
students!  We repeat them again in this current 
newsletter.   
 
RMA provides FREE membership to college 
students, allowing students to position themselves 
as strong candidates to potential employers in the 
financial service industry.  RMA is also offering 
scholarships to students interested in working in 
the banking industry after graduation, provided 
each student maintains their free student 
membership with RMA.  
 
Students can view additional information on 
RMA’s website by navigating the Student 
Membership page (www.rmahq.org/student-
membership). 
 

Mahalo to everyone for your continued support of 
the RMA Hawaii Chapter, and we look forward to 
seeing all of you at our events.  Stay tuned for 
more! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our chapter presents opportunities for individuals to get 

involved. Chapters rely on the talents of volunteers to 

stage many of their programs, conduct membership 

development efforts, and promote the ideals of the 

Association. To find out more about how you can get 

involved in our chapter, please contact your bank 

representative. 

 

Visit our Chapter Website at:                                 

http://community.rmahq.org/hawaii/home 
 

2016–2017 Hawaii Chapter Officers 

President – Eliza Young 
First Vice President – Grant Yoshikami 
Second Vice President – Gina Reyes-Faria 
Secretary – Linda Ho  
Treasurer – Bob Kamemoto  
Director – Mark Wakatsuki 
Past President – Dan Eliot 
 

2016–2017 Calendar of Events 

 April 4, 2017 – 360◦ Negotiating Skills 

 June 2017 (date TBD) Hawaii economy mid-

year update presented by DBEDT 

 TBD – Appraisal Seminar 


